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Hi, my name is Phoebe, and | have bean serving in
AWANA at my church (Toronto Simpson Chinese Alliance
Church) for more than F years. | have also participated
in the AWANA program since | was in grade 1 all the
way until just before grade F. AWANA at our church
runs bi-weekly during the school year (Sept-Tune).
A typical program would start with choosing a flag-
bearer for the AWANA flag aud the Canada flag. Then
we would have worship time; we used to have worship
team (piano, guitar) but now we rum some pre-recorded
worship song videos that our team had made for the
recent online summer camps. After that, we would have
some ceremontes for the clubbers who have earned a new
badge for advamcing tn their handbook; each handbook
had a section which would grant them an award upon
completion, Then, it would be handbook time, split tuto
2ach club (divided by age aud grade). This would be
around 30 minutes, then we would have a large group
game time (with all the clubs) that would be prepared by
a volunteer (usually a small team). After that, we would
have a snack time and then say our goodbyes,

| have many foud memories of the AWANA program
because as a clubber | got a chance to properly dive into
the Bible and the messages tn a very structured way. Each
club handbook ts filed with many ways that can help the
clubbers to memorize and contextualize Bible verses, and
stortes. This ts also great for tndividual students who may
not be able to follow tn a large group lessomns, so they are
able to work af their own pace. ldeally there would be
a couple of volunteers for every club to help out during
handbook time tn order to answer any questions that they

\l

au

R ZHME—1@

may have and to help them with verse memorization, |
remember being so excited to meamorize my Bible verses
and advance tn my handbook; | think AWANA does a good
Job of making kids excited to learn about God, as well as
butld up a community that grants clubbers a safe space to
ask questions and dive (nto scripture tn a more personal
and meaningful way. Most of my memorized scriptures
truly did stick with me as | grew older,

During my time as a voluntear | had a couple of main
roles: | would [ead worship, then assist the clubbers tn
the TNT club (grade 4-6, | believe) theun help to prepare
suacks while the clubbers are playing group games, As
a volunteer | found that | was greatly supported by the
other counsellors and [eaders, who would help me grow
more confident tn my guidance to the clubbers. The more
sentor | became as the years progressed, | became more
of awn ovarseer and aw organizer, so | would work directly
with the youth volunteers and quide them. It is really
rewarding as a volunteer to make counections with the
clubbers and to be able to guide them through the Word
of God. Especially for clubbers who do not come from a
Christian household, they have many questions about God,
about faith, etc, and | found it was a challenge but also a
great exercise tn explaining these new concepts to them,
| also see how serving in AWANA (s helping the youth
volunteers become more comfortable tn their faith and n
teaching the younger generation on what (t means to live
in faith and Christian values,

Ovarall, | would say that serving in AWANA has
greatly benefitted my spirituality because it gave me the
chance to hone my skills (n sharing the gospel, explaining
nuances of the faith, and being able to share my personal
testimony as well. | can also see through the other
volunteers that | had the pleasure of gquiding that being
given this opportunity to serve the next gemeration of
Christ centarad youth ts wo small task, but working at it
as a team (s very rewarding and creates bouds that will
shape a clubber's spiritual understanding and strengthen

their faith. €@
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